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Abstract:  

This presentation will talk about why the current 'Australian Curriculum: Mathematics' 

introduced a new dimension of proficiencies, in addition to the set of three content 

strands. The new dimension of 4 proficiency strands are 'understanding', 'fluency', 

'reasoning' and 'problem-solving'. They describe how school mathematics is learnt. 

Both primary and secondary school teachers across Australia are expected to integrate 

the development of these proficiencies in their students together with the teaching of 

content. In this talk, Professor Seah will offer some views on why the proficiencies are 

introduced only now in Australia and discuss the implications for school mathematics 

education in other countries.     
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